
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                          September 10, 2017 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 463 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, I think of myself as a balanced, even-tempered 

person.  However, feeling-wise, I know my relationship with 
myself is different: I am harsh, caustic, and judgmental; there are 
aspects of myself I despise and reject.  That I am this way is one of 
the things I reject—I believe I have self-acceptance, and I am able 
to maintain this belief in the face of my hatred of anything about 
me I consider weak, and my abhorrence of anything about me I 
regard as a failure.  To my mind, you ask me to maintain this 
belief that I am balanced, even-tempered and self-accepting, so I 
continuously dismiss any awareness that tells me otherwise.  
However, an insight has breached my defenses, telling me I am 
deceived in all of this and am not what I think I am or how I 
believe I am, and informing me that you want me to be aware of 
how harsh, caustic and judgmental I am, aware of the hatred and 
abhorrence I have for the weak parts of me I think of as failures.  
You wish harmony for me, and initiate it by offering compassion 
for my living in this ravaged interior world.  Help me want 
harmony at least as much as I want deception, and compassion 
even though I feel as a weak failure when it penetrates. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Matthew 18:15-20 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 340 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 540 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
     12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for September 17, 2017  
Exodus 14:19-31; Psalm 114 or Exodus 15:1b-11, 20-21; 

Romans 14:1-12; Matthew 18:21-35. 
F.Y.I. 
 Next week we will share lunch.  Bring some food to share, and 
plan to stay. 
 New Address for Margaret and Darrel Allen: 3415 Mayhew 
Road, Sacramento, CA  95827. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Rizky Thomas. 
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 O God, too near to be found, too simple to be 
conceived, too good to be believed; help us to trust, not 
in our knowledge of Thee, but in Thy knowledge of us; to 
be certain of Thee, not because we feel our thoughts of 
Thee are true, but because we know how far Thou dost 
transcend them.   May we not be anxious to discern Thy 
will, but content only with desire to do it; may we not 
strain our minds to understand Thy nature, but yield 
ourselves and live our lives only to express Thee. 
 
 Shew us how foolish it is to doubt Thee, since Thou 
Thyself dost set the questions which disturb us; reveal our 
unbelief to be faith fretting at its outworn form.  Be 
gracious when we are tempted to cease from moral strife: 
reveal what it is that struggles in us.  Before we tire of 
mental search enable us to see that it was not ourselves 
but Thy call which stirred our souls. 
 
 Turn us back from our voyages of thought to that which 
sent us forth.  Teach us to trust not to cleverness or 
learning, but to that inward faith which can never be 
denied.   Lead us out of confusion to simplicity.  Call us 
back from wandering without to find Thee at home within.  
Amen. 
 

The Temple: A Book of Prayer, by W.E. Orchard, D.D., 
 New York: E.P. Dutton & Co, Inc., c. 1918 

 
  

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


Ordinary Time – Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
[Matthew 18:15-20] 

 This is an easy text to read moralistically. The English translation 
makes it sound like someone has done something wrong, and we 
are being told to correct the offender. If the person listens and 
corrects their behavior, well and good; if the person refuses to 
listen and does not change, we are then to shun them. 
 I believe reading the text in this way is off-target: it treats “sin” 
in a very narrow and legalistic way; and it attributes a willful refusal 
to listen to the person who is “wrong.” 
 I suggest the text is saying something different. If, in your 
opinion, someone is “missing the mark” [the meaning of “sin”], that 
is, is off target or incorrect about something, go to them alone and 
“confute” them [confute means to prove a person or an assertion 
to be wrong]. If they listen to you [Greek is “hear you”], you have 
gained an ally. The English text then says: “…if you are not listened 
to….” The Greek text is different: the words translated as “not 
listened to” actually means “to mishear”—if the other mishears 
you, i.e. does not understand you, take one or two others so that 
every word may be “confirmed,” the Greek word means “to stand 
or place in an upright position,” the connotation being that every 
word needs to be clearly stated and elaborated so that everyone is 
clear about the meaning. If the other still mishears, is unable to 
understand, then repeat this, involving additional people, in an 
effort to achieve agreement and a shared understanding as to what 
is being discussed. If agreement or shared understanding is still not 
achieved, “let such a one be to you as a Gentile or tax collector.” 
Jesus associated with Gentiles and tax collectors, so I think the 
advice here is to stop seeking agreement about whatever we think 
“misses the mark,” and instead, or in addition, begin to associate 
with the one we think is off-target; that is, “hang-out with them.” 
 I think the text is encouraging us to have engaging interactions 
around issues about which we have strong feelings, and especially 
strong disagreements. We are being urged to state our positions 
clearly, and to involve others in the conversations, people who can 
help us both communicate effectively and also encourage us to 
seek understanding aggressively. We are also being told to 

recognize when it is time to back off, to give it a rest, and to relate 
in other ways and about other things. 
 If we do not attempt this way of relating, our minds will remain 
rigid and bound to positions we learned as children, and we will stay 
that way as we grow older. However, if we attempt to relate in this 
way, our minds will loosen and disclose to us the assumptions and 
conclusions to which we are bound, and our minds will become 
more flexible as we get older. 
 God is working to engender this kind of relating where we work 
more to understand than we do to correct. The harmony that 
results is something that God encourages and supports. This is true 
internally and externally. When we ask for that harmony, God 
causes it to be. 

[Jim Robie, 9-7-17, 14th Sunday after Pentecost in Cycle A, Matthew 18:15-20] 


